Book Review
To launch a major new textbook covering a field dominated for years by another book requires a lot of guts, a belief that you have something new to offer, and an unswerving support of a publisher who is rich enough (some may say foolish enough!) to underwrite such a highly risky venture. The second edition of Clinical Laboratory Medicine proves, against the reservations of the usual skeptics, that such undertakings may have a happy ending and in the long run may even pay off. For all those of us who deplore the so-called "megatrends in medical publishing" on one hand and on the other believe that competition is good, it is also reassuring that there are still Davids willing to take on Goliaths. The first edition of McClatchey's book was published in 1994. The basic aspects of the original are still there, but almost every major part of the book was updated and/or rewritten. The book is still divided into 11 sections, each edited by a section chief. New contributors have been recruited and new chapters included to reflect the new realities of clinical laboratory science. Chapters such as "Business Management of the Clinical Laboratory" and "Point of Care Testing" were added, and many of the previous chapters, especially those dealing with modern technology, have been expanded. Still the book is somewhat shorter than the first edition! Nevertheless, the data do not seem to be crammed and are presented in a very readable form. Important topics and common diseases are given more space than the esoteric ones. For the sake of completeness, the less common entities often have been relegated to the tables, which are an important source of information. Algorithms for solving clinical problems and clinical recommendations included in many chapters will prove to be valuable resources for discussions and consultation with our clinical colleagues. The references are up to date and include many recent articles up to the year 1999. Attesting to the changing times, one should just note that some references are actually Website URLs. The chapter subheadings, titled like "Nested PCR" and containing words like acrod, are a good sign that the book is oriented more toward the future than the past.
The layout of the text, the graphics, the encyclopedic approach, and the readability of the text will make the book attractive to many a practicing hospital pathologist, but I think that it will appeal even more to pathologists in training. My former residents who read the first edition have successfully passed the Boards (despite the warnings "that the questions are coming from the other book"), and I am sure that the userfriendly new McClatchey will find many new adherents among future laboratorians.
